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PSA: Suppoſe, you have made choice of me to (atisfie you 
8 a> in theſe great particulars, as a man who( having in 


Fe the late diviltons of the Kingdom ſteered in ſo equall 
a way |betwiXt:the King and: Parliamenc) may be 
= more willing and able impartially to: diſcover the 
diſpofttion and inclination of all parties ( and - conſequently of 
the Kirigdom in generall Jthen any other who hath appeared 
more concerned then my ſelf. You have moved a queition (Icons 
fefſe) wherein 1 conceive my felf bound 'to endeavour a fatisfa- 
Aion not anely to your ſelf, burtothe whole Houſe whereof you 
are a Member, and all others who plead the neceflity of a change 
of Government ; 2nd if you ltill chink me: worthy of the credic 
which you have heretofore given to my opinion in other mat- 
ters, I dare, without'much arrogance, take upon me:to give you 
as clear light herein, as moſt nien can, having ever fincethe pub= 
' liſhing of the Armies Remonttrance, made it my' bufinefle to feel 
the pulſe(and from thence conjefture the temper of all men, wich 
whom I could gain free diſcourſe, and that chiefly , becauſe the 
Army, x that Declaration, uſurpeth the name of che People of 

England. -- © ; bh eel Rs. 
Bur deforeIproceedto ſatisfie you, give me leave toundeceiye 
you concerning the way of neutrality which I have hicherto pro» 
fefſed. I call God to witnefle ( before whum we mult all, oneday, 
give a juſt accoanc of our a@ions) when the —_— and fatall 
occafions of diſcord betwixt the King and His two Houſes, were 
fiſt (1 decerwine not by whom) given, and choſe by the fiery (pi- 
ritsof ſome on both fides ſoon kindled intoa War, my duty and 
allegiance tomy Prince, and my naturall love to my Countrey 
and it's liberty ſuſpended fo the operation of my will, that like 
Baridan's Aﬀe placed equediſtantiy betwixt two bottles of Hay, 
my hunger carried me fo {trongly to both, that Thad not power 
to make choice of either : Iwas taught by the Word of God and 
Laws of the Realm, not tolift up my hand ag_ my Soyeraign 
| 2 in 


| (2) 
m-any caſe, and ic was equally imprinted in me by the Law of 
Natore,that 1 ought'not to contribute to my own thraldome- 
'Whether the Parliament had juſt grounds or not to ſuſpe& any 
tyrannical] defignes in the King ; or whether jealouſies ard fears 
were hereby pretended to engage the people in rebellion : whe- 
ther to remove the King from his evill Counſellors, fignified, to 
takeaway his life,or His Majeſties wichdrawing f:omthetumules 
of the City, was an offenſive warre upon the Parliament, ic was 
not within my private cogniſance: buth were pretended, and 
whileſt the trath of each was equally uncertain, I choſe ratker 
to ſuffer the inſults, reproaches, and plunders of both parties, 
then to engage with either ; as ſuppoling patience the ſafeſt way 
for a Chriſtian, where aQion on either fide might have involyed 
-me intreaſonto-my Prince, or treachery to my Countrey. This 
wasthe true ground of my neutrality: and had the Parliament 
continued their ſolemn Proteſtations to Ged and man, wherein 
they afſertained to us the integrity of their intentions ; that they 
aymed at nothing bur the glory of God, the yu of Religion, 
the greatnefſe of the 'King, the honour and freedome of Parlia- 
ment; and happinefſe ot the People, who was there amongR us 
that did not bid you rideon ads? But fance by ſad expe- 
rience,we find, that all this thew of holineſſe is pur on todiſguiſe 
ſelf ends : that the glory of God is, as much as in you lyeth,turn- 
ed into ſhame, by intitling him to all your impieties, as ſo many 
a@s of his Providence. Religion is profaned by every frantick * 
brain that can pretend the Spirit; and inſtead of the purity of the 
Goſpel, you have revived all the exploded Hereſies of former 
Ages. | | (24 
fs for the King let us behold his greatnefle : it is almoſt three 
. yeerslince you have kept him cloſe priſoner, in which time (to 
ſatisfie the cry of the peaple) you have thriceentred into a Treaty 
of Peace with him, but intending ſurely nothing lefſe, for your 
D<mands have cver been ſo unbecoming the dury and modeſtie 
of SubjcRs, as iſ your ſole ayme was to obtain a denyall, and 
then to lay the breach on his fide; for when His Majeſtie hath 
been upon the point of condeſcending.to all, you have thrice ſuf- 
fered (nay invited ):inferiourperſons in the Army audaciouſly to 
ſnatch him from your Commiſſioners , and now arereadie to ſa- 
critice 


erifice his life eo your great Idoll, for raifing warre againſt his 
' people : were you not once aſhamed to acknowledge that you in- 
tended any hurt to his Royall Perſon, when he was your Enemy 
in the Field, and can you: now legally try him for the ſame 
thing? Bur the inſpired ce]l you, this mult be done, leſt Samnel 
riſeup and reprove yon, as hedid Sax! for ſparing the Amale- 
kites.. Is this the honour and freedome of Parliaments,to fit and 
Vote the reſults of a Councell of Warre ?roſuffer your Members 
to be torn from the Houſe by your own Servants? Jt was the 
Kings great crime, which made you pretend the War lawfull on 
your ſide, and meerly defenſive, that He demanded five of your 
Members to Anſwer the Law for matters of high Treaſon, and 
ſhall five parts of fix of the Houſe of Commons be baniſhed, iai- 
priſoned, or affcighted from thence, and a handfull of you con- 
tinue the S:ſſion, and call your ſelves a Parliament? if you can 
interpret the ſhaking of a Sword hilt, freedomeof Vote , what 
freedome,liberty,or property,ſhall the Subjefts of England expe, 
but ſach as a licentious; uſurping Army hall afford them ? 

I beleeve (Sir) by this time,yuu perceive what account you are 
likely to have from me: concerning the inclinations of the people; 
but if your ſuperltition leadeth you to enquire farther in them, 
by way of Augury, as the Romanes did by inſpe&ion, into the en- 
trails of their beaſts, ic wiil be requiſite for you to clear 3. things, 
before you can gain their approbation ( the neceſſity, thelawful- 
neſſz, and advan:age of a change). The neceſlity of this change is 
urged by the Army which cannot pretend to beſo much con- 
cerned. in the Government as the leatt Corporation 'of England, 
and it is grounded upon the cquity of bringing offendors __ 
ſtice, by thoſe who have not the Jegall power of a petty Conlta- 
ble : The offence which calleth for juiticeis Jeavying war againſt 
the Kingdom; now (not to queltion the juriſdiction and power 
which are ſo ridicujoufly aflumed )we enquire, ifthe Army are 
luch ſevere chaſtiſersof waving warre, why are they themſelves 
ſuch Enemies to Peace? This will be belt cleared it we obſerve, 
how -ſquint-eyed they are in all their ations. The Counties peti- 
tioned ſocarncitly, the lalt yeer, for a Perſonall Treaty, that the 
Army ſuſpeRQed their kingdom almoſt at an end, and wich ſad- 
nelſlc torelawy that they mult return into their former condition; 

this 


(4). - 
this made them look upon the Petitioners as thelr onely Enycmles, 
and affuult, and ftiy them accordingly. which muſt eſther divere 
them from their delires of Poace, or animate them to revenge, 
and ſo make them lawfull Enemies, cither of which would con» 
duce ro their. ends» So now that the Countics are forced to la 
alidecheir Peticions , and all men betake themſelves totheirpris 
vate groans, under the continuance of an unſertted Government, - 
theſe plauſible: pretenders to ſeverity againſt the occationers of 
War, will arraign che King and murder him , thereby co perpes» 
ruate thediviſions of rhe three Kingdoms, and ſo continue all 
power in their own hands; which is all chac I can perceive of the 
neceflicy of a change. Rac 

As for the lawfulneſle thereof, by your enquiry into the incli- 
nations of the people, you ſeem co expe the decilion of righe 
from them, and the ſubje& of your cariolity is unjuſt , and you 
appealto an incompetent Judge zfor the people Joyntly taken 
have no power to determine matters of that nature; nor taken 
individually have they underſtanding : your quere therefore is 
prepolterous in macter and formz and you might have ſaved 
your ſelf and me a labour, if you had made your application ro 
the proper Oracles (the Scripture, and the Laws) for informati- 
on. I ſuppole then you defire not herein to know what you oughe 
todo, bur what may carry applauſe( whether well or ill done) 
and ſo ſeek not to pleaſe God but men. Not co leave you there- 
foreunſatisfied in this, I muſt tell you , that many hJeluiricall at- 
tempts have been made in this and all the neighbour Counties; 
ficſ by falſe ſuggeſtions , and ſcandalous imputations to derra& 
from the honour of the King, and repreſent him to the abuſed 
multitude unworthy of the Government, and then the hands of 
ſome vagabonds have been by the ſollicication of fatious Mini 
ſters, affixed to Petitions, and tendred at the publick Seffions to 
þe countenanced as the generall A of the County.But although 
it be an error in Politicks co ſuppoſe, any appeal ought to be 
made to a people once ſubjefted ro government, I dare preſunie, 
it «ny ſuch unjuſt way of tryall were praftiſed in this partof the 
Kinsdom , an hundred voices for -ane ( if not awed by force) 
would appear for a peaceable f{ettlement under our former Go» 
verament, rather then tocmbroyl the Kingdom in a perperuall 
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War, for the ſecret ambitious ends of ſome few particular per- 
ſpns, nowiſe qualified nor authoriſed to make a change. As for 
yourſelf andthe reſt of the Members now ficting , whi!ctt you 
were two Houſes, and thoſe entire, the People, although general- 
ly anſacisficd wich your proceedings, yet reverenced the name of 
arliameat, and therein was your ſecurity ; but now that the 
Lords Houſe hath deſerted you ( except ſome few inconfiderable 
perſons, notorious either for their pufillanimity, folly, or ingra- 
titude) and the greateſt part of your own Members eicher baniſh- 
ed, impriſoned, nibbed;on prudently forbearing to receive the 
Law from their mercenaries, and bind the Kingdom wich their 
Enthufiaſmes, that an handfull of you ſhould-fit, and not onely 
call your ſelves a Parliament, but exclud2 the King, and Lords, 
and uſurp to your ſelves the legiflative power, and therefore be- 
teeve it properly your own, becaufe you baye fo Voted it, is 4 
frenſy that I once thonght, could not have entred-within thoſe 
wals, Your arguments are, in brief, theſe ; That Tow repreſent the 
People : and That all Power u4 originally in the Peale : and thence you 
raiſe your dangerons ſaperſtratures. The miſunderſtanding, or 
_ mifſ-application ar leaſt, of that vulgar and true ſaying, S2lus po- 
pwls ſuprems lex, hath led you and others intoerror, from whence 
Iam ſure, you have capacity enough to be reſcued. Know there- 
forethar Popxlus fignifiech the whole State, that is, the King and 
Lords, as well as che common People. Now, as the word People 
fGignificch the whole body of the Common-wealth, rhe King is 
properly the ſole Repreſentative of the people, and all theic 
power is placed inhim; as to make War or Peace, to raiſe Mo- 
neys for the maintenance of War, to execnte the Laws, to treat 
with forraign Princes, and thelike. The Members of Parliament 
are Repreſentatives of the People for particular matters, as to 
preſent new Laws to be made, or old to be repealed by the King, 
(whick plainly fſheweth where the legiſlative Power refideth)to 
repreſent the aggrievances of the people, - or prefer their defires, 
and in ſhort to appear for the people of the reſpe&ive Counties 
and Corporations ſummoned by the King to conſult opon mat- 
ters of pablick concernment. Theſe Counties and Corporations 
porn rn that power which you pretend, (for that were to 
makethe government Anarchicall under a Monarch) nor can 
they 


(6) 
they derive more toyou then themſelves have. | 7, 
Again, ſuppoſe the power were, as you pretend, in the People, 

| le muftbe underſtood in the major part of the people, and confſes - 
quently in the major partof the Repreſentatives: but with what: 
calourof cquity can an Inferior number of faftious men Invite” © | 
an Army, to ſeclude their fellow-Memv-18, and in their, abſence, | 
not onely make Laws to binde the whale Kingdom, bur alter the. 
Governmenc already eftablithed, and referre us co the wandring: 
expectation of ſome others to be revealed hereafter in a dream?: 
It hath been che prudent care of our tor: fathers ſoto reſpet the 
proper end of Government, (which is The peace and ſafety of a peo» 
ple)as to make choice of Monarchy (che beſt of Governments, 
becaule lealt ſubje& co divition , and confution). Now becauſe 
there cannot bethat form of Government found out, which (by. 
reaſon of the infeparable corruption of mans nature) is not ſub= 
jet to abuſe (and the abule of Regall youve is tyranny )they 
have therefore,to ſecuretheir polterity from the arbitrary power . 
of Princes, ered that high Court of Parliament, which is .{o 
happily compoſed,that we are thereby proreRted from all excefſe, 
for as the King cannot EnaCt or Repeal any Law without the 
conſent of the two Houſes (which preventeth all cyrannicall at» 
tewpts)ſoneither can the Houſes without the King (which ſe» 
cureth us from Anarchy and confulion); for if the legiſlative 
power were lingly in either, ic might be miſapplyed tothe dif 
advantage of the other, which would oopagnonly diſcompeſe 
the peaceable conliitution of our Kingdem ; fothen if the Regall 
Power encroach upon our right, we have redreſſe by way of com» 
plaint in Parliament ; Bat it you uſurpthe ſupreme Power to 
your ſelves, and either you or your Army tyranniſe over us,from 


whom ſhall we expe&relicf? _ | | ni ig Blot: 
Waich ſeadeth me to the nexc Conſideration of the advantage 
which can hereby accrew to the generality of the Comaions of 
Eng/and, and wherein that can conlitt, I confeſle ingeniouſly I 
"am nor wiſeenough to underſtand. Our Religion ſhall eicher be 
impoſed at the will of the prevailing party, and conſequently. be 
alterable with every variety of fortune, orelſe we ſhall be left 
every one tothe laticude of his own conſcience,which will be apt 
co lean and byas roward ambicion, luſt, and avarice, as by the 
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ſad experience of theſe times we are too well taught. Our Laws, 
(youſay Yſhall be purged, and digeſted into a new Modell, but to 
whar'erid, I diſcern not, anlefſeic be that our ancient Laws(-as 
likewiſe our ancient Religion) are diametrically oppoſite coyour 
uſurpations ; for the ſame cauſe ir is thought fit to deſtroy oar 
flouriſhing Univerfities, co expoſe-them to the Viſitation of illi- 
terare men, to root out thoſe hopefull Plants of Divine and Hu» 
maine Sciences; and in their places tonouriſh ſpirits of ignorance 
and faQtion; hereby you endeayour, as much as in you lyeth,'to 
captivate the very underſtandings of us and our potterity. This 
peece of Reformation you borrowed from Pn and Watt 
Thler, whoſe wiſdom thought it not fic co ſuffer any pen and ijnk- 
horn-men to live. Wherein then ſhall this change of Government 
_— beneficiall tous ? is it, that you will have a greater care, 

our proceftion? indeed Abſolonpromiſed as fairzifhe were king, 
 andwearepretty well acquainted wich your performances. 

- Buctoclear the matter, we are not ignorant, That Govern- 
ment is tobe maintained by the ſame means by which is acqui» 
redzifthen you uſurp it from the ſuccefſeof your Army,you muſt: 
or 99 ey" Army'on foot todefend your poſſcflion, and then 
the benefit of the peopleis, in ſhort, no other then this, a perpetu- 

- all Impofition upon their eſtates, to maintain this Army,alaiting 

War with Scotland and Ireland,who being not concluded by your 

Veres, will doubclefle ſabmic cotheir lawfull Prince ;-a defyance: 
ofall the power of. Chriſtendom,which (as ic was wont to unite, 

by Griyfuesagainſt the Tarke) will without doubt look upon you 

as the greater uſurpers, and the more dangerous diſtu: bers of all 

fundamentall Gevernment,in as much as you make way to theſe 

your defignes, by the keight of Rebellion,Perjury, and forfeiture 

of Truft; and finally an-unayoidable danger to their perſons and 

eltatevif they 'relift your aflumed power , and a contraRing to 

themſelves your guilt, and the puniſhment due to ic in this world: 
and chenext, if they tamely ſubmit. 

- But you preſume that the head Cicy will be a leading caſe to 
thereſt of the Kingdom, yet this may poſkbly deceive yousfor we- 
cannotſee why they ſhould fo readily contribute Commiſſioners: 
to fitupon the 'ife of their Soveraign, and thereby perpetrate to 
the Kingdome an exhauſting Civill my ( whole change of 
| fortune 
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fortune may by the tryall of one ſingle battall fubjeft them to, 


the implacable fury of a revengetyll, Suceeſlor,, who with punite 


ad; 
ſome allurance giventhem of excmpton ffom-fature, isbucſes: 
ments, rat.leaſt che leading.men aſhareof the ſpoil; it chey.wilh 
a& the coy Dack to. berray che ret. of the Kingdom inco-flayesy.. 
Thus if we look upon their blindaefſc, we cannot think chem tig 
for our examplc;or if upontheir ſalt eadgwe hall norernft thems: 
But you havethe Law in.your handg, you have an: Ariny thay. 
hath wonic by the Sword, and ſhall inforceit, Iwill noe beſiow 
the pu ins to ſhew you, how legoages it is fos a Kingdom to fub»- 
dye ic ſelf, how ungodly is is tor an Army:( although compaſed. 
of Saints) to plead viftory over the pawer thatraiſed them: how 
impoſſible ic is.to _—_ thoſe; that. fought not again your. 
'f aÞ my cafe, and I dace afficas che' fame of one half: of: the 

ingdom. IT 2; Tow 3H; 2% 


If tor all this you are nog tobe-turped foom: your purpaſegcan- 


_ - fider,atleaſt, a8 ratjonall men, wich what difculcics. you are 


encounter in the compaſling of. thoſe ends which you; propoſe: 
'Yeur firit obſtacle is the Kings life,; but: oven.that: you plea a! 
right, becauſe a power ; God hath-givenihim: into! nts 
and your illuminations dire& you to deiivay him. Yet: be dilin: 
vered Sel intothe hands of Dovid : you lntaw the reſtoff the ſhow 
ry, is it not poſſible that che, ſpirit. which: ches lamiliarly cans 

verſeth with you, may be a ſpirit of reyengeetfſpiribefambiciang 
aſpiric of madnefle > The ſafeſt way rowy- the ſpirit.is by Goda! 
Word ; he never gave that Authoricy to-the Kraclices,, : bis owns: 
people, with whom he converſed face tofaceinay the hand that: 


cut off, although a wicked King, never y& went unpuniſhed; andy 


ifan Angel from heayen fhould teach a-DoQrine: contrary to.this) 
reyealed Word, we are commanded £Q:;2ccount. him accanrſed; 


" If the impiety of the a& deferre yow-not, yet'as men who would | 


ſeem to repreſent the Nation, be more tender of its honour; re- 


member that the purting of the Q. of Seos tg death in QuE/ize- 


bets time, (although for Treaſon pretended! again: her Maje-: 


' ies Perſon) layed the fouleſt ignominy uppn this Netion- chat) 


ever it ſuſtained ( becauſe therein was violated the Law of: Nati-- 
ons): but how ſhall we ſtink in the noſtrils of - all the world, if 


; contrary . 
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morall, and the Divine Law, we ſhall attempt {uch a horrid _ 
barbarous impiety ? There is nothing, Tſappoſe, doth more pre» 
_—_— you into the galf of deſperatlon, then that Machavillian 
rule of ſecuring'your former ills from puniſhment by attempring 


greater; you think (as well you may) that you have offended be- 


yond forgiveneſle : Ieafily grant, that your forfeitures haye been 
great, but whether ic is not more probable that His Majeitie who 
(I am confident) hath made his peace with God ( a principall 


- ep whereunto is forgiveneflc).hould-pardon and forget your 


inſulcs paſt, then that the Prince ( who is tyed in honourto vin- 
dicate a Fathers death) ſhould ler you eſcape unpunitbed, I leave 
to your own judgement. | 

your proſperity hath ſwelled you above all theſe reſpe&s, 
yet confider, you muſt propoſe fome way ot engaging the affe&i- 
ons of your Nation faſt to you, for forced obedience will deceive 
you. Ir is not-probable that the Prince and His Alleys will fic as 
idle ſpe&ators of theſe your extravagancies: chat the Nobilitie 
of England will tamely ſuffer themſelves to be proftituced to pa» 


" Tity,with theunqualified rable ; or that the Commons will be 


fond of any new Majeſties under whom they can hope for no im- 
provement of condition. From theſe you can have no other ima« 
ginable ſecurity bur by oath, which being impoſed by force and 
terror, will peradventure be obſerved as long as that force is 
oyer them ; but whenſoever an Army ſhall appear in the behalf 

of the King and his poſterity, you will finde your ſelves deſerted, 
and all men return to their originall duty and engagements,and. 
then you gr dewmngans a to your former conditions, and periſh 
unpitied. us ini obſervance of your command I havedelivers- . 
ed my minde freely; Thope you will make uſe of ic co your good, 


and nottethe prejudice of 


Tour faithful Friend, - 


FINIsS: 


- 4 64.34, is & + o = = 4.0% i&% - L Fs : ky 
t 4 = 24 E; wal. - "be V; bs. C0 1017 8h $ 1% $$-h,* 6-7" 4 
'S ; Ft an 2 *% 
- o_n_ I oe . 7" F g 4 FIT 
- . * . id 7 3? 
* F 


